
33000 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE 
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48154-3097 

(734) 466-2250
citycouncil@livonia.gov

OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
JIM JOLLY, President
LAURA M. TOY, Vice President
SCOTT BAHR
ROB GJONAJ DONOVIC 
BRANDON McCULLOUGH
KATHLEEN E. McINTYRE
SCOTT MORGAN

OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL 

ELECTRONIC AGENDA PACKET FOR THE 
LAW AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023
7:00 P.M. 
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COMMITTEE MEMEBERS:
SCOTT MORGAN, Chair
BRANDON MCCULLOUGH, Vice Chair
LAURA M. TOY, Member 



LAW AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, May 17, 2023 

7:00 PM 

In accordance with Title II of the American with Disabilities Act as it pertains to access to Public 
Meetings, the City Clerk’s Office of the City of Livonia, upon adequate notice, will make reasonable 
accommodations for persons with special needs.  Please call (734) 466-2236 or email 
clerk@livonia.gov if you need assistance.  Council agendas are available on the City’s website – 
www.livonia.gov - under Government, City Council, Agendas. 

Location: 
Livonia City Hall, Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 
33000 Civic Center Drive 
Livonia, MI 48154 

Members: 
Scott Morgan, Chair 
Brandon McCullough, Vice Chair 
Laura Toy, Member 

AGENDA ITEM(S) 

1. CR 177-05 Subject matter to amend the Livonia Code of Ordinances to add a
“dog leash law” to ensure that dogs are under the control of their owners and to
prevent possible tragedies.

2. CR 294-14 The subject of the regulation of veterinary hospitals, for its report and
recommendations.

3. CR 317-15 The subject of Sign Permit Application, Petition 2015-08-SN-04,
submitted by Huron Sign Company, on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA,
requesting approval for a replacement ground sign with variable electronic
message board at 14255 Stark Road.

4. CR 110-23 Subject matter of the demolition of blighted residential and commercial
properties.

THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED AND ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND: 

Maureen Miller Brosnan, Mayor 
Paul Bernier, City Attorney 
Jerome Hanna, Director of Inspection 

THIS IS AN OPEN MEETING AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND. 

Minutes of this meeting will be available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office 
not more than eight business days following the date of the meeting. 

The report from this meeting will be announced at the Regular Meeting of June 5, 2023 

SUSAN M. NASH, CITY CLERK 

mailto:clerk@livonia.gov
http://www.livonia./


LETTER TO THE LIVONIA CITY COUNCIL 

 Council Office 
 April 27, 2023  

1. 

MEETING DATE PREPARED BY 

Sara Kasprowicz, Council Office Manager, 

AGENDA ITEM 

Subject matter to amend the Livonia Code of Ordinances to add a “dog leash law” to ensure that 
dogs are under the control of their owners and to prevent possible tragedies. (CR 177-05) 

BACKGROUND DETAILS 

At the Regular Meeting of April 27, 2005: 
CR 177-05 RESOLVED, that having considered a letter from Sarah T. Burns, 18288 Norwich, 
Livonia, Michigan 48152, dated April 8, 2005, requesting to amend the Livonia Code of Ordinances 
to add a “dog leash law” to insure that dogs are under the control of their owners and to prevent 
possible tragedies, the Council does hereby refer this item to the Legislative Committee for its report 
and recommendation. (Now called Law and Education Committee) 

PREFERRED COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION/RESOLUTION (Please complete this field. Attachments are not to 
be used in lieu of the recommendation)  

To discuss the subject matter as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. S041805 Dog Leash Law (Sarah Burns, Liv Code of Ords 6.04 and 12.20.110) CR 177-05

APPROVED BY 

LE051723/R060523









City of Livonia
Please note that the subject of the establishment of dog parks was referred to the Administration for a report and recommendation per CR 760-01 at the Reg. Mtg. of Dec. 3, 2001.

		Bonnie



City of Livonia_1












City of Livonia_2
Council:
I have included our current dog ordinances in your e-file.

Also, included in your "Reference Material" is information from the Council files related to previous efforts to modify the dog leash ordinance in the City of Livonia.  As you wil note, the subject of dog parks was referred to the Administration for report and recommendation per CR 760-01 at the Dec. 7, 2001 Reg. Mtg. and a response has not as yet been forthcoming.
					Bonnie
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Sarah Burns
18288 Norwich
Livonia, MI  48152
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NEW DATA 
04/27/05 

FROM THE DESK OF BONNIE JOHNSON 
 
 
Council: 
 
Ted Kalinowski, 28727 Dover, Livonia, MI  48150 called to let 
you know that he is in favor of a leash law in the City. 
 
Mr. Kalinowski had an operation a few years ago and shortly 
thereafter a big dog that was running loose nearly knocked 
him down.   
 
He said his son has three dogs and they are always leashed. 
 
His wife was almost attacked by a dog while out in her 
garden.  Small children were walking the dog and they had no 
control over the dog even though it was on a leash due the 
dog’s size.  He also suggested that something be adopted 
with respect to the age of children walking dogs. 
 
Bonnie 
4-27-05 























































Karla SAdler






















































































































LETTER TO THE LIVONIA CITY COUNCIL 

 Council Office 
 April 27, 2023  

2. 

MEETING DATE PREPARED BY 

Sara Kasprowicz, Council Office Manager, 

AGENDA ITEM 

The subject of the regulation of veterinary hospitals, for its report and recommendations. (CR 294-14)

BACKGROUND DETAILS 

At the Regular Meeting of October 6, 2014, on a motion by Toy, seconded by Meakin, and 
unanimously adopted, it was:       
294-14  RESOLVED, that Council does hereby refer the subject of the regulation of veterinary
hospitals to the Legislative Affairs Committee for its report and recommendation.

PREFERRED COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION/RESOLUTION (Please complete this field. Attachments are not to 
be used in lieu of the recommendation)  

To discuss subject matter as presented. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. R100614 Subject matter of the regulation of vet hospitals to LE - CR 294-14

APPROVED BY 

LE051723/R060523



39182 
Minutes of the October 6, 2014 Regular Meeting 

 

 Dr. Karen Wroblewski from Allen Hospital, 19066 Farmington Road, spoke 
about the different governmental bodies that oversee certain types of veterinary practices 
in the State of Michigan, kennels and groomers having none.  

  
 On a motion by Toy, seconded by Meakin, and unanimously adopted, it 

was:      
 

 #294-14 RESOLVED, that Council does hereby refer the subject of the 
regulation of veterinary hospitals to the Legislative Affairs Committee for its 
report and recommendation. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS (Regular Meeting of October 6, 2014)   

 
Motion by:  Toy 
Seconded by: Meakin 
 
ROLL CALL:  

Ayes: Nash, Kritzman, Pastor, Meakin, Toy, Scheel, and Brosnan 
  
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 

_____________________________________________________________ 
  

ORDS – Liv Code of 

Subject to regulation of 

veterinary hospitals. 

(Refer to the Legislative 

Affairs Committee for its 

report and recommendation) 



LETTER TO THE LIVONIA CITY COUNCIL 

 Council Office 
 April 27, 2023  

3. 

MEETING DATE PREPARED BY 

Sara Kasprowicz, Council Office Manager, 

AGENDA ITEM 

The subject of Sign Permit Application, Petition 2015-08-SN-04, submitted by Huron Sign Company, 
on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA, requesting approval for a replacement ground sign with 
variable electronic message board at 14255 Stark Road. (CR 317-15) 

BACKGROUND DETAILS 

At the Regular meeting of October 19, 2015: 
CR 317-15 RESOLVED, that having considered a communication from the City Planning 
Commission, dated September 4, 2015, which transmits its resolution #09-59-2015, adopted on 
September 1, 2015, with regard to a Sign Permit Application, Petition 2015-08-SN-04, submitted by 
Huron Sign Company, on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA, requesting approval for a replacement 
ground sign with variable electronic message board for the recreational facility located on the west 
side of Stark Road between Schoolcraft Road and Lyndon Avenue (14255 Stark Road) in the 
Southeast 1/4 of Section 21, the Council does hereby refer this subject to the Legislative Affairs 
Committee for its report and recommendation. 

PREFERRED COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION/RESOLUTION (Please complete this field. Attachments are not to 
be used in lieu of the recommendation)  

To discuss subject matter as submitted. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. S092115 Subject matter of Pet 2015-08-SN-04 (Huron Sign Co - Livonia Family YMCA, 14255 
Stark) CR 317-15

APPROVED BY 

LE051723/R060523



SIGN PERMIT 
APPS 
Pet 20 15-08-SN-04 
(Huron Sign 
Company, on behalf of 
the Livonia Family 
YMCA) 
Request for a 
replacement ground 
sign with variable 
electronic message 
board for the 
recreational facility 
located on the west 
side of Stark Road 
between Schoolcraft 
Road and Lyndon 
Avenue (14255 Stark 
Road), Section 21. 
(Refer to the 
Legislative Affairs 
Committee for its 
report and 
recommendation) 

39551 
Regular Meeting Minutes of October 19, 2015 

#317-15 RESOLVED, that having considered a communication from 
the City Planning Commission, dated September 4, 2015, which transmits 
its resolution #09-59-2015, adopted on September 1, 2015, with regard to 
a Sign Permit Application, Petition 2015-08-SN-04, submitted by Huron 
Sign Company, on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA, requesting approval 
for a replacement ground sign with variable electronic message board for 
the recreational facility located on the west side of Stark Road between 
Schoolcraft Road and Lyndon Avenue (14255 Stark Road) in the Southeast 
1/4 of Section 21, the Council does hereby refer this subject to the 
Legislative Affairs Committee for its report and recommendation. 

A roll call vote was taken on the foregoing resolutions with the following result: 

AYES: Scheel, Nash, Kritzman, Pastor, Meakin, Toy and Brosnan 

NAYS: None 

!CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (Regular Meeting of October 19, 2015) 

Motion by: 
Seconded by: 

ROLL CALL: 
Ayes: 

Nays: 
Absent: 

Scheel 
Kritz man 

Scheel, Nash, Kritzman, Pastor, Meakin, Toy, and 
Brosnan 

None 
None 



CITY OF LIVONIA- CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF STUDY MEETING HELD OCTOBER 5, 2015 

Meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Brosnan. Present: Lynda 
Scheel, Susan Nash, Brandon Kritzman, Brian Meakin, Laura Toy, and Maureen Miller 
Brosnan. Absent: John Pastor. 

Elected and appointed officials present: Todd Zilincik, City Engineer; Mark 
Taormina, Director of Planning & Economic Development; Don Knapp, City Attorney; 
Judy Priebe, Director of Legislative Affairs; Susan Hoff, City Clerk; and Mayor Jack 
Kirksey. 

8. SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION: Planning Commission, re: Petition 2015-08-SN-
04 submitted by Huron Sign Company, on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA, for 
a replacement ground sign with variable electronic message board for the 
recreational facility located on the west side of Stark Road between Schoolcraft 
Road and Lyndon Avenue (14255 Stark Road) in the Southeast 1/4 of Section 
21. 

Bill Short, Huron Sign Company, Ypsilanti, Michigan. He said they're making all 
of the signs. There are ten Metro Detroit YMCA's. They're doing all of those. It's 
been kind of an interesting experience for him because he really hadn't had much 
contact with the YMCA as he grew up. There wasn't any in his town. But in going 
around to every one of the ten over the last couple months, he's been just 
completely astonished about the kind of vibrance and beehive of activities that 
they are, and also the appreciation by their host communities. The YMCA's are 
non-profits. They are always looking for ways to increase membership and 
participation, and the electronic signs have proven to be an economical way to 
get the word out to the public about their programs and events, such as open 
enrollment, daycare availability, yoga classes, swimming classes, on and on. All 
ten are getting new signs because there's a rebranding program nationwide 
which has been going on for a couple of years with the YMCA USA. This sign 
kind of represents a conformance or an extension of that rebranding process. He 
mentioned too that the sign, the graphics are the only things that light up. The 
background is opaque and it is dark at night. Many of these YMCA's are in R­
zoned properties. This particular property is ten acres. It's truly an exceptional 
situation in the City of Livonia and the neighborhood is pretty exceptional too. At 
night, softball is going on and ice skating and picnics and whatever. So it's really 
an interesting situation. He also mentioned they have downsized their original 
request after hearing the recommendations of the Planning Commission to obtain 
approval. 

Mark Taormina, Director of Planning and Economic Development, said Livonia 
Family Y is seeking approval to replace the facility's main identification ground 

5 



sign with a new monument sign that incorporates a variable electronic message 
board. The subject site is located on the west side of Stark Road between 
Schoolcraft Road and Lyndon Avenue, and is zoned R-2, One Family 
Residential. Signage for this type of use is regulated pursuant to Section 18.50E 
of the Zoning Ordinance. Privately owned and operated community buildings in a 
single family zoning district are permitted one (1) identification sign not to exceed 
six (6) square feet in sign area and if erected as a ground sign, shall not exceed 
four feet (4') in height and have a minimum setback of twenty feet (20') from any 
right-of-way line. The existing sign measures fifty-six (56) square feet in area and 
is four feet eight inches (4 ' 8") in height. It is located between the building and 
Stark Road, adjacent to the northeast corner of the building, and set back 
approximately thirty feet (30') back from the sidewalk. The original proposed 
replacement sign measured seventy-one (71) square feet in area, but that has 
been reduced to approximately 36 square feet. The petitioner has agreed to 
move it back to a 20 foot setback. The proposed sign does include a variable 
electronic message board. Variable electronic message boards are not allowed 
in an R-2 district. The Planning Commission is recommending approval of the 
reduced sized sign. It would be subject to final approval from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 

Vice President Meakin offered the resolution referring this matter to the 
Legislative Affairs Committee for its Report and Recommendation for the 
Consent Agenda. 

Nash asked if they discussed hours that sign would be allowed on. Taormina 
said it was discussed but nothing was specified. 

Toy said the Legislative Affairs Committee will be meeting on October 13, 2015 
and could add this item to that meeting if need be. 

DIRECTION: REFER MATTER TO CONSENT 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE FOR ITS REPORT 
& RECOMMENDATION 



CITY OF LIVONIA - CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF STUDY MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 21,2015 

Meeting was called to order at 8:38 p.m. by President Brosnan. Present: Laura 
Toy, Lynda Scheel, Susan Nash, Brandon Kritzman, John Pastor, Brian Meakin, and 
Maureen Miller Brosnan. Absent: None. 

Elected and appointed officials present: Rick Grodek, Civil Engineer II; Mark 
Taormina, Director of Planning & Economic Development; Don Knapp, City Attorney; 
Judy Priebe, Director of Legislative Affairs; Susan Hoff, City Clerk; and Mayor Jack 
Kirksey. 

12. SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION: Planning Commission, re: Petition 2015-08-SN-
04 submitted by Huron Sign Company, on behalf of the Livonia Family YMCA, for 
a replacement ground sign with variable electronic message board for the 
recreational facility located on the west side of Stark Road between Schoolcraft 
Road and Lyndon Avenue (14255 Stark Road) in the Southeast 1/4 of Section 
21. 

Mark Taormina, Director of Planning and Economic Development, was prepared 
to present the request; however, the petitioner was not present to answer any 
questions from the Council. 

At the direction of the Chair, this Item was moved to the next Study meeting 
scheduled for October 5, 2015, so the petitioner may appear before Council to 
address their request. 

Kritzman said this request is for a variable electronic message board. He said it 
is a residential area and close in proximity to parks and schools and senior 
housing. He feels it is important that petitioner be present to answer any 
questions from Council or the public. 

DIRECTION: MOVED TO NEXT STUDY MTG CONSENT 















































LETTER TO THE LIVONIA CITY COUNCIL 

Council Office    
April 27, 2023   

4. 

MEETING DATE PREPARED BY 

Sara Kasprowicz, Council Office Manager, 

AGENDA ITEM 

Subject matter of the demolition of blighted residential and commercial properties. (CR 110-23) 

BACKGROUND DETAILS 

At the Regular Meeting of April 10, 2023, on a motion by Councilmember Donovic, supported by 
Vice President Toy, and unanimously adopted, it was: 
CR 110-23 RESOLVED, that upon the motion by Councilmember Rob Donovic, seconded by 
Council Vice President Laura Toy, at the Regular Meeting held April 10, 2023, the Council does 
hereby refer the subject matter of the demolition of blighted residential and commercial properties to 
the Law and Education Committee for its report and recommendation. 

PREFERRED COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION/RESOLUTION (Please complete this field. Attachments are not to 
be used in lieu of the recommendation)  

To discuss the subject matter of the demolition of blighted residential and commercial properties. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. LE051723 Westland Ordinance Blighted Buildings
2. R041023 Subject matter of demo of blighted residential and comm properties CR 110-23

APPROVED BY 

LE051723/R060523



From: Donovic, Rob
To: Bernier, Paul A.; Hanna, Jerome; Kasprowicz, Sara; Morgan, Scott
Subject: Westland Ordinance Blighted Buildings
Date: Monday, April 10, 2023 7:17:29 PM

Good evening,

Attached is Westland’s ordinance for the blight bill they passed last year. 

I asked for this item to be placed in Mr. Morgan’s committee, Law and Education. Hopefully
we can do something in May. 

https://library.municode.com/mi/westland/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH22BUBURE_ARTIIBUCO_DIV3COANIGOR

Thank you 

Rob Gjonaj Donovic
Council Member 
CIty of Livonia | City Council
(734) 466-2254
rdonovic@livonia.gov

mailto:rdonovic@livonia.gov
mailto:PBernier@livonia.gov
mailto:JHanna@livonia.gov
mailto:skasprowicz@livonia.gov
mailto:smorgan@livonia.gov
https://library.municode.com/mi/westland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH22BUBURE_ARTIIBUCO_DIV3COANIGOR
https://library.municode.com/mi/westland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH22BUBURE_ARTIIBUCO_DIV3COANIGOR


Regular Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2023                                                            

 On a motion by Councilmember Donovic, supported by Vice President Toy, and 
unanimously adopted, it was: 

 
#110-23 RESOLVED, that upon the motion by Councilmember Rob Donovic, 
seconded by Council Vice President Laura Toy, at the Regular Meeting held 
April 10, 2023, the Council does hereby refer the subject matter of the 
demolition of blighted residential and commercial properties to the Law and 
Education Committee for its report and recommendation. 
 

RESOLUTION REQUSTED OF R. DONOVIC (Regular Meeting of April 10, 2023) 

 
Motion: Donovic 
Second: Toy 
Ayes:  Donovic, McCullough, McIntyre, Toy, Bahr, Jolly 
Nays:  None 

Absent:          Morgan 
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