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LAW AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
March 16, 2026 

 

A Law and Education Committee meeting was held on March 16, 2026, in the City Hall 
Council Chambers. 
 
 
Committee Members Present: 

 
 
Brandon McCullough, Chair 
Eileen McDonnell, Vice Chair 
Martha Ptashnik, Member 

  
 
 
Committee Members Absent: 
 
City Officials and  
Others Present: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
None 
 
Kayleigh, Reid, President 
Patrick Brockway, Vice President 
Carrie Budzinski, Councilmember 
Robin Persiconi, Councilmember 
Maureen Miller Brosnan, Mayor 
Eric Goldstein, City Attorney 
 

 

 
 

Additional Attendees:  See attached. 
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1. The subject matter of a proposed amendment to the noise ordinance. (CR 253-24) 

 

Subject: Proposed Amendment to Noise Ordinance (CR 253-24) 

Summary: 

The Committee reviewed the proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance (CR 253-24). 
The meeting was well attended, with over 30 members of the public present to provide 
input and observe the discussion. 

Council members shared a range of perspectives regarding potential updates to the 
ordinance. Key areas of discussion included the use of decibel meters for enforcement, 
the establishment or adjustment of quiet hours, and methods for measuring and 
regulating bass levels. 

Council also discussed the importance of ensuring accurate and consistent enforcement. 
As part of this effort, there was general consensus to work collaboratively with 
Administration to evaluate and potentially expand the City’s noise metering capabilities. 
This may include acquiring additional or more advanced equipment to better monitor 
compliance during events. 

Action: 

No formal action was taken. The item will remain in Committee for further review and 
discussion in coordination with Administration. 

 

 

The Committee recommends: 

 

For this item to remain in committee. 

This item is to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda of March 23, 2026. 

  



Page 3 of 6 

 

2. The subject matter of proposed ordinance amendment(s) to the City’s Noxious Weed 
Ordinances to include non-enforcement language for residents who maintain native plant-
based gardens and meadows in lieu of conventional lawns. (CR 307-24) 

 

Subject: Proposed Ordinance Amendment to Noxious Weed Ordinances – Native Plant-
Based Gardens and Meadows (CR 307-24) 

Summary: 

The Committee reviewed the proposed ordinance amendment to the City’s Noxious Weed 
Ordinances (CR 307-24), which would include non-enforcement language for residents 
who maintain native plant-based gardens and meadows in place of traditional turf grass 
lawns. 

The Council Chair provided an overview of the item and shared a sample ordinance 
template from Wild Ones for reference and consideration. 

The meeting included strong public engagement, with a number of attendees offering 
thoughtful and constructive feedback regarding native plantings, environmental benefits, 
and implementation considerations. 

Council members discussed potential next steps and asked questions related to personal 
property rights, as well as the importance of developing a clear communication and 
education strategy to ensure residents understand the intent and guidelines of any 
proposed changes. 

Action: 

A formal action item was established directing the Law Department to draft a native plant 
ordinance for Committee review. 

No further action was taken. The item will remain in Committee for continued discussion. 

The Committee recommends: 

 

For this item to remain in committee. 

This item is to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda of March 23, 2026. 
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3. The subject matter of Charter process improvement. (CR 36-26) 

 

Subject: Charter Process Improvement (CR 36-26) 

Summary: 

The Committee briefly discussed the subject matter of Charter process improvement (CR 
36-26) as an initial step in exploring potential updates to the City’s Charter review process. 

Council members engaged in preliminary discussion and directed questions to the Law 
Department regarding the appropriate procedures to initiate a formal Charter review. The 
discussion was intended to establish a foundational understanding of the process and 
identify next steps for future consideration. 

Action: 

No formal action was taken. The item will remain in Committee for continued discussion. 

 

The Committee recommends: 

 

For this item to remain in committee. 

 

This item is to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda of March 23, 2026. 
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4. The subject matter of residential property enforcement. (CR 37-26) 

 

Subject: Residential Property Enforcement (CR 37-26) 

Summary: 

The Committee reviewed the subject matter of residential property enforcement (CR 37-
26). This item was identified as a housekeeping matter, as it is currently assigned to 
multiple committees. 

Council members acknowledged that continued discussion within this Committee would 
be redundant given its placement elsewhere. 

Action: 

The item will be removed from this Committee. No further action is required. 

 

The Committee recommends: 

 

For this item to remain in committee. 

This item is to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda of March 23, 2026. 
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5. The subject matter of exterior lighting and luminosity from businesses. (CR 66-26) 

 
 

Subject: Exterior Lighting and Luminosity from Businesses (CR 66-26) 

Summary: 

The Committee reviewed the subject matter of exterior lighting and luminosity from 
businesses (CR 66-26). The Council Chair introduced the item and provided a detailed 
overview of current concerns related to LED retrofits, including increased luminosity levels 
and associated impacts. 

Several residents addressed the Committee, offering historical context regarding the 
City’s existing lighting ordinances and how they have evolved over time. 

Council members discussed the need to evaluate and modernize current regulations to 
better address emerging lighting technologies and their effects on surrounding properties. 

Action: 

A resolution was offered directing the Law Department to draft an updated lighting 
ordinance for Committee review. 

 

The Committee recommends: 

 

For this item to remain in committee. 

This item is to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda of March 23, 2026. 

 

 
_______________________________ 
Brandon McCullough, Committee Chair 
 






