
CITY OF LIVONIA – CITY COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF STUDY MEETING HELD JULY 13, 2026 

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 8:45 p.m. by President Reid. Present: Brandon McCullough, 
Eileen McDonnell, Carrie Budzinski, Robin Persiconi, Martha Ptashnik, Vice President 
Brockway, and President Reid. Absent: None. 

 
Elected and appointed officials present: Sydnee Rogers, Assistant City Attorney. 
 
Councilmember McDonnell led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
During Audience Communication, the following residents spoke: Jerry Karasinski and Laura 
Jannika. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
1. BLOCK PARTY: Stacy Robeniol, to be held Saturday, August 1, 2026, from 1:00 p.m. to 

10:00 p.m., on Shadyside Street between Gable and Aldane Streets, with a rain date of 
Saturday, August 8, 2026. 

 
 Stacy Robeniol, Shadyside Street, stated there will be food, a bounce house, and yard 

games for the kids. 
 

Motion was made by Councilmember Ptashnik to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
2. BLOCK PARTY: Christina Zeoli, to be held Saturday, August 22, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 

7:00 p.m., on Summers Street, between Riverside Drive and Ashurst Street. 
 
 Motion was made by Councilmember McCullough to put the matter on the Regular 
 portion of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     REGULAR 

 
 
3. BLOCK PARTY: Erin Dobbins and Jerome Pfeifer, to be held Saturday, August 29, 2026, 

from noon to 10:00 p.m., in the SMB Estates in two locations, Ronnie Lane from Middleboro 
to Perth and Barbara Street from Scone to Perth.  
 
Erin Dobbins/Jerome Pfeifer, provided a map and stated there would be two locations 
that need blocked off for their block party. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember McCullough to put the matter on the Consent 
portion of the next Regular Agenda. 
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 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
4. BLOCK PARTY: Tracy Nolte, to be held Saturday, August 29, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m., on Marie Street and Court, between Knolson Street and Minton Avenue. 
 
 Tracy Nolte, Knolson Street, stated the neighbors gather to grill food, listen to music, and 

have fun. 
 

Motion was made by Councilmember Persiconi to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
5. BLOCK PARTY: Michael Camilleri, to be held Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 1:00 p.m. 

to 7:00 p.m., between 18528 and 18745 Parklane Street, with a rain date of Saturday, 
September 26, 2026. 

 
 Michael Camilleri, Parklane Street, expressed his excitement to host a block party for the 

neighborhood. 
 

Motion was made by Vice President Brockway to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
6. REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE WHALEN EMERGENCY WARNING 

PACKAGES FROM PRIORITY ONE EMERGENCY: Livonia Fire & Rescue, re: for 
emergency response warning equipment installed in department vehicles, from budgeted 
funds. 

 
 Robert Jennison, Fire Chief, requested authorization to purchase warning packages for 

department vehicles, four bids were received, and the lowest bid was from Priority One 
Emergency Response. 

 
Motion was made by Councilmember Ptashnik to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
7. REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE EXPENDITURE TO SOLE SOURCE PROVIDER: Department 

of Civil Service, to approve the quote from NeoGov for Talent Acquisition, from budgeted 
funds. 
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 Jeannine Laible, Human Resources Director, stated NeoGov is their sole source provider 
and NeoGov keeps them compliant with the civil service process. 

 
 The following residents spoke regarding Item 7: Jim Biga. 
 

 Motion was made by Councilmember Ptashnik to put the matter on the Regular
 portion of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     REGULAR 
 

 
8. AWARD OF BID: Department of Parks and Recreation, re: for locker room re-grouting project 

at the Jack E. Kirksey Recreation Center, from budgeted funds. 
 
 Michelle Koppin, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation, stated there was one bid 

submitted, references were checked, and requested authorization to move forward with 
the sole-bidder. 

 
 The following residents spoke regarding Item 8: Jerry Karasinski and Denise Mika. 
 

Motion was made by Councilmember Budzinski to put the matter on the Regular portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     REGULAR 

 
 
9. REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: Office 

of the City Clerk, to amend Chapter 8.16 (Restaurants) of Title 8. 
 
 Lori Miller, City Clerk, requested amendment to the proposed ordinance, business 

licenses for restaurants are the only licenses that have a specific expiration date, the 
specified expiration date leads to a mass submission of licenses at the same time, leading 
to a bottle-neck for all departments in the approval process. 

 
Motion was made by Councilmember Persiconi to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
10. WAIVER PETITION 2026-05-02-13: submitted by Luxe Events LLC., requesting waiver use 

approval to operate a banquet (event) facility with occupancy of over fifty (50) people, at 
27600 Schoolcraft Road, located on the north side of Schoolcraft Road between Inkster Road 
and Cardwell Street in the southeast ¼ of Section 24. 

 
 Mark Taormina, Planning and Economic Development Director, stated waiver use is 

required due to the space holding up to 150 people, no food or alcohol service is provided 
but catered instead, alcohol consumption is allowed as long as it is a private event with 
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no fees, and approval would be limited to this owner. 
 
 Tiffany Munson, Schoolcraft, stated she wants to own an event facility in which licensed 

mixologists will be allowed to work, a partnership with a bartending school will be used to 
ensure licensed workers, and she wishes to create a luxurious family friendly event 
center. 

 
 The following residents spoke regarding Item 10: Denise Mika. 
 

 Motion was made by Councilmember Budzinski to put the matter on the Regular
 portion of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     REGULAR 
 

 
11.  WAIVER PETITION 2026-05-02-14: submitted by Oval Auto, requesting waiver use 

approval to operate an automobile repair facility, at 28755 Plymouth Road, located on the 
south side of Plymouth Road between Garden Street and Harrison Street in the northeast 
¼ of Section 36. 

 
 Mark Taormina, Planning and Economic Development Director, stated the petitioner 

owns the automobile repair facility at the adjacent property, a waiver use is required as 
the property is zoned commercial, residential is to the south, the building is going to be 
expanded, a chain-link fence is proposed along the West side of the property, numerous 
exterior improvements have been recommended, and recommends a provision similar to 
their original property where the petitioner must come before Council in order to sell the 
business.  

 
Motion was made by Councilmember Budzinski to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING    CONSENT 

 
 
12. REQUEST TO EXECUTE THE 2027 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LIVONIA 

AND SMART: Livonia Housing Commission, re: to allow the Liv&Go transit program to 
receive the Municipal and Community Credits in the amount of $89,424.00. 

 
 Madison Bjertness, Executive Director of Housing, requested approval to execute the 
 agreement with SMART and stated it is dependent on the passing of the upcoming 
 millage. 

 
 Motion was made by Councilmember Budzinski to put the matter on the Consent 
 portion of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 
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13. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF THE 2026-2030 CONSOLIDATED PLAN: 2026-2027 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) ANNUAL PLAN AND 
BUDGET; AND REQUEST TO APPROVE HOLD HARMLESS CONTRACTS BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF LIVONIA AND FIRST STEP, FAIR HOUSING CENTER OF 
METROPOLITAN DETROIT, WAYNE METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY ACTION 
AGENCY, CRUZ CLINIC, STONEBROOK COUNSELING ASSOCIATES, PLCC, AND 
CARES IN FARMINGTON HILLS: Livonia Housing Commission, re: in connection with 
the operation of a domestic violence victim assistance program; for the purpose of 
providing fair housing; and for the mental health counseling program provided through 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) programs for the 2026-2027 program 
year. 

 
 Madison Bjertness, Executive Director of Housing, requested approval for their five year 

and one year plans and stated numerous planned improvements such as improvements 
are hillcrest park, the accessible bathrooms at the library, mental health programs, 
domestic violence support, utility assistance, food assistance, and senior transportation. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Budzinski to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
14. REQUEST TO APPROVE CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

LIVONIA AND COMCAST: for a period of (10) years from the date issued. 
 
 Jada Weatherspoon, Ann Arbor, stated the agreement is renewed every ten years to 

provide service in the City of Livonia, establishes the franchise fee amounts, as well as 
the providing public education government channel. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Persiconi to put the matter on the Consent portion 
of the next Regular Agenda. 

 
 DIRECTION:    APPROVING     CONSENT 

 
 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION 
 
During Audience Communication, the following residents spoke: Denise Mika, Elijah, Lynn 
Mills, and Frank McDermott. 
 
ADJOURNED  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:51 pm. 

 
 

For July 27, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
 


